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We are in the third millennium.We all feel the need to go out in the nature much more than we used to,to enjoy  its wonders and its benefits.We need balance and beauty.Nature is still waiting….generously….but ….ooo!The man is the only one who destroys the environment.Throughout his activities he destroyes  the natural balance which has been keept for million of years.How can we live in harmony with nature?

Children are the greatest flower and animal lovers and they can become the biggest quardians of nature.It takes a lot of work for the teachers to train a responsible attitude towards protecting the environment.

The idea of this activity started from the children who have notice that many of the  places which they visit(the town’s parks) or the surroundings where they do their activities(the classroom) are polluted.They wanted to change something in their personal daily life but also in the lives of the people around them.

By using the key-concepts of geographical thinking and of the theme (air pollution,water pollution,soil pollution,change,building,town,reduction,habitat) the students have developed the competences of  identifying and analizing the causes of environment pollution ,of applying the specific concepts of the activity in order to exemplify measures and ways of fighting against pollution.
Nowadays we are dealing with an intensive transformation of the clasic education,rigid,based on mechanic and passive studying,into a modern education,creative and intelligent,based on participation and colaboration,where the teacher and the student cooperate,on assimilating and creatively applying his knowledge into practice,on developing the ways and methods of thinking.In the student’s activity,individual study and best practices are extremely important.No matter how great his help is,the teacher can’t equal the help that students can give themselves,because the problems,over which they insist,need an intense activity of thinking,memory,imigination,creativity and their own attention.
In the open type Geothink  scenario the capture of students’ attention has been made by presenting the Life Box.The students were guided to identify the biotic and abiotic factors and to analize the causes of pollution in Dej,to discover the positive and negative aspects caught in the visits they have made in the town’s parks.
The Technical Education teacher asked the students to conceive the classroom’s plan,but also the plan of their personal apartment and the Biology teacher gave the students the task of identyfing at least 3 plants,3 trees and 3 bushes from the town’s park.The 2 teachers ask the students to discover the positive and the negative aspects that they have observed in the environments they have been studying (classroom,apartment,park).The students are divided in groups and on their desks they have:the classroom’s plan,their apartment plan,pictures,photos of the park,magazines..The students investigate,analize and explain the information that they have gathered and received,they set the conclusions.They explain the inter-relation pollution-consequence-measures.The students fill in the ecological posters according to the structure they were given and they have the creative freedom to be original,spontaneous,in order to pass the message to the entire group.The students get actively involved in the learning process,achieving the integration of the information acquired in order to establish the danger that pollution brings to the plants,animals and human beings.This allows the development of logical thinking,stimulating the capacity of argumentation and generalization.
The teacher leads the students to achieve connections in different theoretical or practical situations,for example the effects of water pollution,air pollution,soil pollution,pollution in the classroom,apartment,park and to build interdisciplinary relations using the biological and technological knowledge.
The leader of each group will present the ecological poster that they have made,communicating with their collegues who ask questions.The students have assimilated new knowledge that they will put into practice:good habits,bad habits (role play).The students divided into groups play different roles:the sportsman polluter,the tripper polluter,the student polluter,the 3D polluter.

Through the started role play,the students have developed their competences in direct speaking,to issue valuable judgments and they have formed good habits in protecting the environment.This scenario gave the students the possibility to put their knowledge into practice and to achieve many interdisciplinary connections,using the knowlegde they have.

We can change the bad habits.In order to change a habit,you have,at first,to realize that you are doing something wrong.In order to turn a bad habit into a good one,you have to practice the good habit instead of the bad one until it becomes part of the dinamic stereotype of your person,and after that it will become an example of good practice.
The students will post on the classroom’s blog images from the activities,messages,photos with the ecological posters,which will be examples of good practices for all the students in our school.

“I was told and I forgot

I saw and I understood

I did and I learned”(Confucius)

The pre-established objectives in the scenario have been reached;the students have a responsible eco-civic behaviour.

It is extremely important that we all fight against the pollution.We invest too little in order to save the life on Earth.We often forget to learn lo live nice!Protecting the nature can be defined as an action meant to protect and to help a dangered being,something that is threatened by external factors,or internal ones.

Let’s all be responsible in protecting the nature!

OPEN TYPE GEOTHINK SCENARIO

MOTTO:

“In nature there are no rewards,no punishments,only consequences.(V.Prelog)

A) Introduction and preparation

1.Title:Good habits,bad habits

2.Short description

We all have the right to live in a healthy enviromnent because the enviromnent is everything,it is LIVE.A chalenge of the century we live in is the health of the environment,the air’s,water’s and soil’s purity,decreasing the pollution.Involving children and teenagers in long lasting development activities on the environment protection and forming a healthy life style which will fight against pollution,is essential.
Key words: air,water and soil pollution,change,building,town,environment,reduction

Target group: the 5th graders

Age: 11-12 years

Context: town’s park,personal apartments,the classroom from “Avram Iancu”School.

Time: 1 hour

Logistics: TIC,camera,flip-chart.

Authors’ survey: Biology and Technical Education teachers.

Connection with the curriculum:

According to the school’s biology programme-5th grade approved by OM 4875/22.07.2008 the students will acquire competences in order to explore and investigate the vegetal world within ‘The influence of human on plants’.According to the school’s technical education programme-5th grade approved by OM 5097/09.09.2009 the students will acquire competences of investigating the pollution sources and involving in preventing and fight against these sources within ‘Presenting the environment and fight against pollution”.
Objectives:

At the end of the activity students will be able to:
· Identify the biotic and abiotic factors in the Life Box

· Identify and analize the causes of pollution 

· Apply the specific concepts of the activity in order to exemplify measures of fighting against pollution 

· Compare good with bad habits

· Conclude the importance of the environment’s protection.

Preparing the scenario:

The teachers will prepare the TIC resources and the teaching materials to go through sequences:Life Box,ecological posters,role play:good habits,bad habits.

-will divide the students into groups and will inform them about the way in which the activity will take place.

PRE VISIT

Guiding information

The teacher ask the students to explain the word pollution (process of environment’s reduction).The teacher asks the students to search for information and images about pollution in Dej at the school’s library,on the Internet,in the biology and technical education books and to take photos with images from the studied environments.
Preparing  activities:

The Technical Education teacher asks the students to make the classroom’s plan,but also the plan of their personal apartment.

The Biology teacher asks the students to identify at least 3 plants,3 trees and 3 bushes from the park’s town.

The 2 teachers ask the students to discover the positive and the negative aspects they have noticed in the environments that they have studied (classroom,apartment,park).

Visit (minimal content of the learning experience)

Stiring curiosity

Most of the students know that they need water and air to survive.They have studied that the plants also need water,air,minerals and sun light.The teacher asks one student to open the Life Box and to identify the biotic and abiotic facors (plant-biotic factor,abiotic factors:soil,air,water).The Life Box contains a plant in a pot and a bottle of water.
Asking scientific questions:

How does the environment where plants grow have to look like?

Why is the pollution such a great danger for the human kind?

The experience

Gathering scientific proof

Student’s tasks:

· Discovering the negative and positie aspects surprised during the visits they have made in the town’s park

· Movies and images from the internet which illustrate the theme.

WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO?

The teacher divides the students into groups and asks them to go through the materials an their desks:classroom’s plan,apartment’s plan,images,photos of the park,magazines.
The groups receive identical tasks:

· Groups 1 and 2: to study the classroom’s pollution

· Groups 3 and 4: to study the apartment’s pollution

· Groups 5 and 6: to study the town’s park pollution

The students investigate,analize and explain the information they have gathered and received,establish the conclusions.They explain the inter-relation:pollution-consequences-measures.

The students fill in the ecological posters according to the structure they have received:

· Causes of pollution (negative aspects)

· Ways of fighting against pollution (positive aspects)

· Ecological slogans (messages)

· Quintet (poem)

They have all the creative freedom that they need,to be original,spontaneous,in order to pass the message to the entire group.

The teacher coordinates and colaborates with the students;he creates problem- situations,gives the students the possibility to ask for extra information and explanations,encourages each team for the success of the activity.
The students have an active part in the learning process,achieving the incorporation of the acquired information in order to establish the danger that pollution has over the environment for plants,animals and humans.This allows the development of the logical thinking,stimulating the capacity of speaking and generalization.

Support and orientation during the activities:

The teacher guides the students to make connections in theoretical or practical situations for example:the effects of water,soil and air pollution in the classroom,apartment,park and to build interdisciplinary associations using the knowledge they have already had.

Post visit (optional)

Follow –up activities and materials

The leader of each group will present the ecological poster that they have made,communicating with their collegues who ask questions.The students have assimilated new knowledge that they will put into practice:good habits,bad habits (role play).The students divided into groups play different roles:the sportsman polluter,the tripper polluter,the student polluter,the 3D polluter.
We can change the bad habits.In order to change a habit,you have,at first,to realize that you are doing something wrong.In order to turn a bad habit into a good one,you have to practice the good habit instead of the bad one until it becomes part of the dinamic stereotype of your person,and after that it will become an example of good practice.
Contacts in order to assure the sustainability:

The students will post on the classroom’s blog images from the activities,messages,photos with the ecological posters,which will be examples of good practices for all the students in our school.

“I was told and I forgot

I saw and I understood

I did and I learned”(Confucius)
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