Title: Me and my family

Learning Unit: Social Group.
Short description:

In civic education classes the students get familiar with social groups, including the family regarded as a social group. Nowadays, due to globalisation, families do not always live in the same house or in the same place. To know where their relatives are, 3rd– grade  or/and 4th- grade students learn to read a map. We will use practical examples related to their daily lives in order to ensure that the students will learn enough concepts and how to read a map and how to move from one point to another.
Keywords:

Local community, urban community, rural community, family, family relationships
Target audience:

Primary teachers who teach 3rd or 4th grade students 

Age range:

Between  8-10

Location of the event:

“Gheorghe  Şincai” High School Cluj-Napoca
Time required: 2 classes 

Technical requirements:

Maps

Author’s background:

Teacher trainer in civic education, co-author of a guide for teachers who teach citizenship education at primary level 
Connection with the curriculum:

Knowledge of civic education about the family (3rd and 4th grades) as required in the curriculum will be updated and will be connected with specific concepts of spatial thinking studied in geography, mathematics and history through a cross-curricular approach.

The specific concepts of spatial thinking that will be used in this scenario are: community, city, county, map, North, South, East, West, building, neighbourhood road travel, distance, position, problem solving

Learning objectives:

By the end of the activity the students:
· Will have determined the position in space of the communities in which their family members live , namely the grandparents, on the map of Cluj County/Romania/possibly on the map of Europe and the world; 

· Will have located the position of urban and rural communities (in relation to the reference community - in which they live) positioned in space (right, left, up, down  for 3rd graders and North, South, East and West for  4th  graders);

Guidance for preparation:

Recommendations for the teacher regarding the implementation scenario:

- The teacher will prepare a map of Cluj-Napoca, Cluj County, Romania, Europe and the world

- The students will be taught how to read a map, to discover the town, the county, the country where their  grandparents  live.
- Games of positioning Cluj-Napoca in space in relation with the Romanian capital: left, right, up, down (3rd grade)or North, South, East, West (4th grade);
B) Pre-visit 
Teaching Phase 1: Question Eliciting Activities
· Arouse  curiosity: 

-  Challenge the students’  curiosity with a conversation about grandparents 

· Ask questions on current knowledge: 

What is the name of the town/willage where your  grandparents live?
Is this town/willage in Cluj-county/in Romania/in Europe/in other parts of the world?
How can I get there? "
Teaching Phase 2: Active Investigation

Drawing up the family tree (grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters (possibly mother and father  brothers and sisters ,first cousins) ​​
· Propose preliminary explanations or hypotheses: 

 Most of the students’(in our class)  grandparents do not live in Cluj-Napoca 

B) Visit 
(Teaching Phase 2: Active Investigation)

Administrative map of Romania-presentation of counties, county capitals and major towns and villages 

- Exercises for recognizing and spotting the position of the different places where grandparents live- in relation with the place  in which they live. 

- Collecting data from the family tree made ​​by students, and establishing the positions of the community in which their  grandparents live in relation to the place of residence of the students;
Teaching Phase 3: Creation 

· Gather evidence from observation: 
· The family trees  made ​​by students,  data collecting and establishing the grandparents’ positions in their communities  in relation with  the students’ place of residence.
Teaching Phase 4: Discussion

Comparison between urban and rural communities

· Explanation based on evidence: 

· Presentation of maps in electronic or other forms  

·  The teacher  proposes the following problem to be solved: to learn how reach their grandparents’ place by taking the shortest route.

· The teacher divides the class into 3-4 groups with different tasks:

 Group 1: students with the grandparents living in Cluj-Napoca: the students will establish the neighbourhoods where their grandparents live, the distance between their homes  and the grandparents’ homes, the means of transport on the way to the grandparents’ home, important buildings on the way to the grandparents’ home, ways of getting to their grandparents’ home. 
A short debate about the grandparents’ birthplace and why they settled in Cluj-Napoca 

  Group 2:  students with the grandparents living in Cluj County : they will calculate the distance in kilometres to the town/village where their grandparents live, the means of transport moving to this town/village, brief description of the town/village, information about the grandparents’ birthplace and why they settled in the place where they live today. 

 Grup 3: students with grandparents  living in other counties than Cluj: they will calculate the distance in kilometres to the town/village where the grandparents live, the means of transport that moves to this location, a brief description of the town/village, information about the grandparents’  birthplace and why  they settled  in the area where they live today. 

Grup 4: students with grandparents  living in another country: they calculate the distance in kilometres to the country and then the community  where their grandparents live, the means of  transport that moves to this location, a brief description of that community, a short debate about the grandparents’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      birthplace and why they settled in the country and community where they live today.
· Consider other explanations: 

Observing, exploring and understanding the socio-economic reality (larger community with more companies, more jobs) help the students to establish the reasons why grandparents or parents have left the place of birth and migrated to other places. 
      Description of the observable characteristics of the places where grandparents     live in order  to identify  the specificity of urban communities as compared to rural communities.

The ability to distinguish between urban and rural lives/living.
C) Post-visit 
(Teaching Phase 4: Discussion)

Discussion  about reasons why the population migrates starting from the question : Why do people leave their place of birth?
Teaching Phase 5: Reflection 

· Communicate explanation: 
· Choosing a suitable standard (Km) for measuring roads 
· Establishing the length of the route

· Establishing the route using the car or the train

· Presenting other travel options (travelling by ship, plane)
· A visual recording of various important buildings / settlements appeared on the way
Follow-up activities and materials

In order to develop the orienteering ability and  that of moving in space, the students devise the route from their home to their grandparents’, no matter if the relatives (grandparents) live in Cluj, Cluj county, Romania, Europe or other parts of the world.
Appendix 1: Map of Cluj-Napoca 

Annex 2: Map of Cluj county 

Annex 3: Map of Romania 

Appendix 4: Map of Europe 

Appendix 4: Map of the world
Sustainable contact

The activity can be a model for  others teachers

The presentation of the activity with the help of a poster put up in the classroom
