ESTEP Trainers’ Guide
Session Plan

	Module
	1

	Unit
	2

	Activity Title
	Exploring your context 

	Teaching and Learning mode (face to face, online etc.)
	This unit can be done either face-to-face or online, although appropriate adaptations would need to be made.

	Session objectives
	· To introduce participatory action research.
· To audit parental engagement within your own context.
· To consider exploring your context using action research.

	Session outcomes
	· A clearer understanding of issues relating to parental engagement.
· The formation of a group to take forward parental engagement within the context.

	Resources required
	· Accompanying slides. 
· Action research planner and summary log.
· E-Step parental engagement audit tool.
· Paper, post-its, whiteboard, flipchart or screen.
· If unit is taking place online, appropriate conferencing or discussion tools.

	Session Outline


Introduction to participatory action research (Slides 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7)

The origins and definition of action research are provided for introduction and discussion, followed by an explanation and diagram of the typical action research cycle/spiral. 

A simple example is given of the first stage of action research process to review and change practice in marking and feedback to pupils in a school. 

A quote from Kemmis and McTaggart (2005, p.277) highlights the importance, though not necessity, of a collaborative, participatory approach to action research.


Activity – auditing practice (Slides 8 & 9)

Participants are asked to return to the three commonly heard/read terms below that were introduced in Unit 1:

[image: ]
Prompts to guide the activity:
· In what ways does your organisation currently promote these activities?
· Consider some specific examples.
· Do/could any of your examples involve the use of ICT or social media? If so, how?
· Discuss and share examples.
· Capture or mind-map your examples, or use the E-Step Parental Engagement Audit Tool.

The definitions from Price-Mitchell (2009, p.13) are included, as a reminder, on Slide 10.

This activity can be carried out in various ways, depending on the teaching and learning mode and size of group. For example, a whiteboard, flipchart or screen could be used to gather ideas, or form a mind-map. They could be written on cards or ‘post-it’ notes, or posted to an online discussion board. Alternatively, an E-Step Parental Engagement Audit Tool has been provided in the form of a grid on which to make notes. 


Discussion (Slide 10)

Participants are asked to reconsider the participatory action research cycle/spiral in the light of the parental engagement audit.
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Based on our audit:
· How can we use action research to develop parental engagement?
· What might we do at each stage in the first cycle?
· Who will participate and how? Social media?
· How can we ensure an ethical approach?

[bookmark: _GoBack]If participants are ready to start planning cycles of participatory action research at this stage, an Action Research Planner and Summary Log is provided.


Possible follow-up activities:

· Harvest micro-blog ‘think-pieces’ on parental engagement (e.g. from Twitter).
· Set up a shared media website (e.g. Facebook) to collect data for the action research process.
· Provide links to literature and further reading and encourage comments.
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