Journey to a democratic classroom

Carlie Squire- Teacher of
English
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What interested me in the programme?

* Range of experience
 Learning beyond/ alongside the curriculum

* The growing need for democracy and civic
voice

e Professional CPD
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Dramatic strategies Democratic ideals

Teacherinrole Empathise
Significant objects Question

Freeze frame Critical

Layers of meaning Value of others
Decision making (in a dramaticframe) Responsibility
Studentin role Openness
Dramatic storyline Diversity

Creation of community Explicit democracy

What did | gain?
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What I've done so far...

Prose study- Year 8

e A reflective look at the text chosen to
teach.

* | chose to implicitly teach democratic
ideals/ values through a range of
dramatic strategies throughout the unit
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Starter-

What d
aboutt
C

Any e: Refugees: Then and Now

Szl

LO: Explore the presenta:c}on
frames, gaining an empatheti
experie

Key words: Refugee, conte

Seeking refuge

J

At this point in novel, we follow the characters as they attempt to
move towards refuge.

'What are your impressions of their experiences? How does Sepetys use
language to create these impressions/thoughts/ feelings?

How might this compare to the experiences discussed at the beginning "
of the lesson?
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We Refugees- Benjamin Zephaniah

Upon reading the poem, what is the message in this poem?

What experiences do you gain or learn about from the poem?




You must i1dentify, 1n your group, the most
significant line from the poem.

Then, consider how you might present this in your
freeze frame.

You will need to think about the actions and
motivations of the people your are presenting and
how this might be shown 1n a single still image.

Practice these before you present it back to the
class.

You will need to work 1in your team effectively to
do this.
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Plenary

" How do we feel about the experiences of the refugees now?
Both in ‘Salt to the Sea’ and modern day?

What do you think their next steps might be?
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Key words: ethic You must think

What is the criteria you will im

Starter: List thee——S— e
Gotenhafen anc

-
~ 5

You are tasked with the important job of decidéng t\ivhfifch refugees will be accepted onto the Wilhelm
ustloff,

N
Decision Panel

GROUP WORK: Create a character profile about your
character.

Consider the reasons why they need to leave Gotenhafen and

why they might be needed on the Wilhelm Gustloff.
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Decision Panel: You are only allowed to accept 2 characters
onto the Wilhelm Gustloff. Who will it be? Why?
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What I've done so far...

Range of experiences and examples

* | continued to apply the strategies with
the same class but covering a range of
different areas of the subject curriculum

* Began to look at other classes and year
groups/ areas of curriculum to assess
success and impact on learning.
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Lesson Feedback- Impact

“Students respond to probing questions to
deepen understandingand promote
inquiry”

“Focused learning environment”

“Consistent use of a range of collaborative

strategies in order to deepen knowledge, skills
and understanding”

Innovate- “Take calculated risks grounded in
deep knowledge to encourage and promote
innovation, imagination and new ideas.”

“Students can confidently articulate their learning...
cultural capitalis developed which deepens
learning.”

SMSC/ Personal development- “developed
social skills- issue based learning enriches
them further”




LO: To apply understandg
poetic techniques

Spoken word

A broad designation for poetry intended for performance. Though
some spoken word poetry may also be published on the page, the
genre has its roots in oral traditions and performance. Spoken word can
encompass or contain elements of rap, hip-hop, storytelling, theatre,

and jazz, rock, blues, and folk music Real men '
repetition, improvisation, and worc dont cry
frequently refer to issues of social j on (' |-

. = ] 4 Every
N /7 b o L5 ateenager inte UK

audlences

% T



Spoken Word Poem

The thing I'm going to talk about,
1sn’t something you’'d want to hear about,
Or maybe it is something you are bothered about,

It’s an issue that makes some people scream and shout.

This something affects people in many ways,

Emotionally, physically, the memory, it stays.

It can be because of your religion, ethnicity or race,
It can even happen in the middle of space.

You've probably guessed it, its racism,

This is when someone gets a bit of criticism,

For whoever they are, black, white, or any colour,

But without these people, the world would be duller.

People are just judging others by the amount of melanin in their skin,

Just because you have less or more, doesn’t mean that you win.
The world is meant to be an equal place,

And without each other, it would be a disgrace.

We need to appreciate each other,
For their race, their personality, for one another.
The world is meant to be accepting of all colour,

Because without these people, the world would be duller.
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. Starter: Welcome to Dystopia

You have each been given a label with one of the following written on:

- Civilian

- Law er

- Govert

e CONTEXT:
1 T e b5 " s - = | Bk w0 F |
e[ - | The year is 2084 and the Unlted Kingdom’s il Al
=55 Bl ow MR | democrac . CONTEXT:

AN | ok The Governors introduced ten unbreakable laws,
suppressing the freedom of the nation. In order to maintain

{ their brutish rules, they employed the Law Enforcers, - d
affordlng them the freedom to uphold the law through
whatever mean CONTEXT'

N

™ |Crushed beneath a cruel leadership, the Civilians
u‘:;l live a soulless life, following the command of

4 their Governors for fear of being tormented by
; | the Law Enforcers.
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Task One:

e

The Civilians:
T ——

The Governors: The Law Enforcers:

| Create a list of the ten
4 laws you wish to enforce

Task fwo: £

The time has come for revolution! The Civilians are rising and joining
forces to take down the Governors and restore their freedom. As the |
d Governors stand back, protected, the Law Enforcers brace
{ themselves for battle against the riotous civilians!

i ey - — = = L » ],X -~ s

d THINK:

4 1. How will you restri

1 your civilians’
freedom?

B 2. How will you word
your laws so that th
can be followed |
without question? |

Within your groups you must describe how your group would act/
behave in the revolution.

Task Th ree° ‘
The time has come for revolution! The Civilians are rising and joining
. forces to take down the Governors and restore their freedom. As the

B*! Governors stand back, protected, the Law Enforcers brace
“i themselves for battle against the riotous civilians!
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4] Within your grous ou must describe the battle as

We will create a tableau of the revolution i \

>

Where would your group be positioned? e
language look like? Why?

.....

i
.8 . 8 it is about to begin.
| How would the people in your group feel iriSiSSags {‘
: 5 |

Ir

Remember, your writing must include:

—

s 3 Your perspective: who are you, narrative voice?

AR

, '.V

Your emotions: how will you use language to
show and not tell the reader how you are
feeling (emotions)?

Imagery: what are you seeing, hearing, tasting,
smelling, feeling?

Language that builds tension.

4




Keywords:
Narrative
Effect

= Imagery
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Learning Objective:

To consider what is needed in a new society and
how positive shared values might be heard/
reflected.
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Impact- Student response

How can drama help us
understand democracy?

Do you feel like you have a ‘voice’ in “Drama helps us as it makes
What might democracy look like in your your lessons? it fun and memorable. Also, it
lessons? “Yes, as our opinionsare allows us to act and picture

“« . . . ”
Every StUdent IS glvlfn ‘—i always Welcomed and taken Ourselves N another r0|e.
) “«
chance no matter what. into account.” They help me understand

democracy as | get to playout
the roles of which we are looking
at and can better understand
their position.”




“It is laid out in a way we can all see the board and we can discuss the
work.”

“It's easy to see everyone around the room and it's better as you can
hear and understand everyone’s ideas.”




What’s next? Personal experience/CPD

 Continue to strive for a democratic classroom

* Embed a greater range of strategies and more
regularly assess students’ understanding of values
etc

* Begin to intertwine the use of democracy and drama
oracy both within my department and across the
curriculum.
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Any questions?
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