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What interested me in the programme?

• Range of experience

• Learning beyond/ alongside the curriculum

• The growing need for democracy and civic 
voice

• Professional CPD



Dramatic strategies Democratic ideals

Teacher in role Empathise

Significant objects Question

Freeze frame Critical

Layers of meaning Value of others

Decision making (in a dramatic frame) Responsibility

Student in role Openness

Dramatic storyline Diversity

Creation of community Explicit democracy

What did I gain?



What I’ve done so far…

Prose study- Year 8

• A reflective look at the text chosen to 
teach.

• I chose to implicitly teach democratic 
ideals/ values through a range of 
dramatic strategies throughout the unit











Freeze Frame

You must identify, in your group, the most 

significant line from the poem.

Then, consider how you might present this in your 

freeze frame.

You will need to think about the actions and 

motivations of the people your are presenting and 

how this might be shown in a single still image.

Practice these before you present it back to the 

class.

You will need to work in your team effectively to 

do this.



Layers of Meaning









What I’ve done so far…

Range of experiences and examples

• I continued to apply the strategies with 
the same class but covering a range of 
different areas of the subject curriculum

• Began to look at other classes and year 
groups/ areas of curriculum to assess 
success and impact on learning. 



Welcome MPs!

We have a very important issue to discuss today in the House of Commons.

Agenda:

Are Facebook doing enough to tackle fake news and the impact they have 

had on our political field? What suggestions will you put forward for the PMs 

meeting with Mark Zuckerberg (Founder and CEO of  Facebook)?

1. Discussion panel

2. Presentations to the Speaker

3. MP vote

LITERACY

Effective communication will be needed 

in this task!





“Students respond to probing questions to 
deepen understanding and promote 
inquiry”

“Consistent use of a range of collaborative 
strategies in order to deepen knowledge, skills 
and understanding”

Innovate-“Take calculated risks grounded in 
deep knowledge to encourage and promote 
innovation, imagination and new ideas.”

“Students can confidently articulate their learning… 
cultural capital is developed which deepens 
learning.”

“Allows for independent thought”

“Focused learning environment”

SMSC/ Personal development- “developed 
social skills- issue based learning enriches 
them further”

Lesson Feedback- Impact











A New World

Learning Objective:
To consider what is needed in a new society and 

how positive shared values might be heard/ 
reflected.

Keywords:
Narrative
Effect
Imagery
Metaphorical 
language
Purpose
Register
Dictatorship
Suppress

Identified what 
shared values of 

our society might 
be.

Develop our idea of 
our society in the 

‘square’

Develop our new 
education system to 

reflect the values 
discussed.



Impact- Student response

What might democracy look like in your 
lessons?

“Every student is given a 
chance no matter what.”

Do you feel like you have a ‘voice’ in 
your lessons?

“Yes, as our opinions are 
always welcomed and taken 
into account.”

What kind of activities do you like to do in lessons and how does this help 
your learning?

“I like doing drama and discussion activities because it widens 
my knowledge, makes it more memorable and I learn more 
from sharing ideas” 
“I find I can engage with the lesson more”

How can drama help us 
understand democracy?

“Drama helps us as it makes 
it fun and memorable. Also, it 
allows us to act and picture 
ourselves in another role.”

“They help me understand 
democracy as I get to play out 
the roles of which we are looking 
at and can better understand 
their position.”



“It is laid out in a way we can all see the board and we can discuss the 
work.”

“It’s easy to see everyone around the room and it`s better as you can 
hear and understand everyone’s ideas.”

“It does not matter where you are sitting, you can see the board and 
the teacher also you can see your peers face to face across the 
classroom.” 



What’s next? Personal experience/CPD
• Continue to strive for a democratic classroom

• Embed a greater range of strategies and more 
regularly assess students’ understanding of values 
etc

• Begin to intertwine the use of democracy and drama 
oracy both within my department and across the 
curriculum.



Any questions?


