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MISSION TO MARS
Performance-Ready English Script
PROLOGUE – THE SELECTION
Mission Control
(The stage is dark. Only blue lighting is visible. The NASA scientists stand in a semicircle.)
LYDIA – NASA Scientist:
“The launch will take place in seven months.”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist:
“The trajectory is correct. The distance... approximately 56 million kilometers.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“The life-support systems are ready. The question is not the technology.”
(A brief pause.)
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“It’s the people.”
IOANNA – NASA Scientist:
“We need a team. Not heroes.”
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“People who know how to work together.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“People who can face the unknown... without freezing.”
IOANNA – NASA Scientist:
“And people who ask questions. Not just answer them.”
MELINA – NASA Scientist:
“Our mission: to study the Martian soil, analyse samples, and search for signs of frozen water.”
LYDIA – NASA Scientist:
“And what if we find something more?”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist:
“Then it won’t just change science.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“It will change the way we see ourselves.”
(Silence. Everyone looks towards the audience.)
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“We begin the selection process.”
(Pause.)
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist (typing):
“Mission: From Earth to Mars.”
(They all press SEND together. The sound of an outgoing email is heard.)
(The lighting shifts from blue to warm white. The scientists move to their stations behind computer screens. Only one remains centre stage).
SCENE 1 – THE EMAIL
(The children are scattered across the stage, each seated in a different position and facing a different direction, as if they are all at home.)
ALL TOGETHER (synchronised email notification sound):
“I’ve got an email!”
MELINA – NASA Scientist (enters centre stage.)
(She looks at them one by one as they introduce themselves.)
CHRYSIANNA:
“Christianna. Physicist.”
MELITINI:
“Anna. Astrophysicist.”
ANDRIANI:
“Joanna. Psychologist.”
NIKIFOROS:
“Vangelis. Physical Education Teacher.”
FILIPPOS:
“Maximos. Pilot.”
CHRYSIIDA:
“Ileana. Biologist.”
ANDRIANA:
“Phaedra. Electrical Engineer.”
SAVVINA:
“Flora. Writer and Researcher.”
ANGELOS:
“Giannis. Doctor.”
PETROS:
“Sotiris. Athlete. Football Player.”
MELINA – NASA Scientist:
“You have been selected for the mission to Mars. Your objective is to search for evidence of life and establish a sustainable base.”
(Everyone celebrates in their own way. Then, gradually, they fall silent.)
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“You do realise that we may not return any time soon?”
SAVVINA – Flora:
“We might never come back at all!”
MELITINI – Anna:
“I know. But that’s how science moves forward—with courage!”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“I say we go for it! I’ve already trained in low gravity... on a trampoline!”
(Laughter.)
ALL:
“Let’s go!”
SCENE 2 – TRAINING
(Music begins. The astronauts are training.)
(Vangelis leads the exercises. Movements are slow and controlled. The crew jumps as if on a trampoline, simulates swimming, works with resistance bands and weights, and practises concentration exercises.)
DANAE:
“On Mars, gravity is only about one-third of Earth's gravity. That means...”
PETROS – Sotiris (pretending to kick a football in slow motion):
“I’ll be the first football player ever to score a goal in slow motion!”
(Laughter.)
KYPRIANOS:
“Careful! Lower gravity also means it’s much easier to lose your balance.”
LYDIA KOUR:
“Take it easy! Every movement needs planning. In space, haste can be dangerous.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“Don’t train only your bodies... train your fears as well.”
ALEXANDRA:
“And what if something goes wrong?”
LYDIA KOUR:
“We’ll solve it. Just as we solve everything else. By thinking.”
SCENE 3 – INSIDE THE SPACECRAFT
(The crew sits in a semicircle, as if positioned in front of the control panel of a spacecraft. They are strapped into their seats, ready for launch.)
Launch
(Launch sound effects are heard.)
(Music follows. After recovering from the shock of launch, everyone stares in awe at the breathtaking view of space.)
(Dim purple-blue lighting.)
(After a moment, they begin looking at one another.)
SAVVINA – Flora:
“I feel as though the universe is pouring into us...”
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“My heart is beating more slowly... or at least it feels that way.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“When you see something so vast... you realise how small you are.”
MELITINI – Anna (anxiously):
“I can’t breathe!”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“Take it easy. It’s just anxiety. Your body is safe. Breathe slowly.”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist 1 (from Earth):
“ARGO Crew, this is Mission Control. Do you copy?”
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis:
“ARGO here. We read you loud and clear. Over.”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist 1:
“Your vital signs are normal. Breathe slowly. You are safe.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist 2:
“Remember, anxiety is human and completely normal. You have trained for this. Stay calm.”
(Anna gradually relaxes.)
ANDRIANA – Phaedra:
“All these stars... we can calculate their existence using nothing but equations!”
(They unfasten their seatbelts and begin moving around the spacecraft, experiencing true weightlessness for the first time. They struggle, laugh, and playfully tease one another.)
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“We’re not falling... because there’s no such thing as down.”
MELITINI – Anna:
“In space there is no up or down. Only direction.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“Then we get to choose which way is up.”
PETROS – Sotiris (spinning clumsily):
“Guys... if I get lost, grab me by the foot!”
(Laughter fills the spacecraft, then slowly fades into a brief moment of silence.)
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“I wonder... if somewhere out there, someone is looking at us the way we look at the stars.”
SCENE 4 – DAMAGE
(Alarm sounds. Warning lights flash. The sounds of spacecraft instruments fill the air.)
ALEXANDRA – Computer:
“Warning! Possible micrometeorite impact detected. In 5, 4, 3, 2, 1...”
(A loud impact is heard. The spacecraft shakes violently.)
ANDRIANA – Phaedra (carefully studying the instrument readings):
“We have a micro-crack in the outer hull.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“The cabin pressure is dropping! We need to go outside in our suits. Vangelis, get ready!”
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist 1 (from Earth):
“The pressure is dropping, but you are still within safety limits. We trust your team.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist 2 (from Earth):
“Remember... science is a team sport. You are not alone.”
DANGER SOUND 1
(The lighting changes. The two astronauts are tethered outside the spacecraft. They communicate with the crew inside. Their voices sound electronically distorted.)
LYDIA – NASA Scientist (from Earth):
“We are receiving images from your helmet cameras. The crack is clearly visible. Proceed with the repair. Your team is performing exceptionally well.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“Vangelis, keep the tether steady. I can see the crack.”
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis:
“I can see it too. It’s small... but big enough to cause serious trouble.”
ANDRIANA – Phaedra (from inside the spacecraft):
“Turn your body thirty degrees to the right. I’ll give you the coordinates.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“The pressure is stabilising slowly. We still have some time. No panic.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“I can hear your breathing. Stay with the rhythm.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“I hope my calculations are correct.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“Christianna, your calculations are correct. You may proceed.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“Applying the sealing compound... now.”
(A brief moment of suspense.)
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis:
“It’s stabilised!”
MELINA – NASA Scientist:
“Congratulations, crew. Here on Earth, we are watching you with pride.”
LYDIA – NASA Scientist:
“Sometimes distance makes cooperation even more effective.”
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist (from Earth):
“From 56 million kilometres away... we are applauding you.”
(The astronauts return inside the spacecraft and remove their helmets.)
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis:
“We did it! Not thanks to my strong muscles... thanks to Christianna’s instructions!”
(Laughter.)
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“As we said... science is a team sport.
SCENE 5 – ISS & D.O.L.A.S.
(MUSIC INSIDE THE SPACECRAFT)
OLIVIA – Spacecraft Computer:
“In one hour and ten minutes, docking with the International Space Station will begin. Please check cabin pressure, spacesuits, and personal health data.”
(Silence. The crew exchange glances.)
SAVVINA – Flora:
“The last safe station before Mars...”
MELITINI – Anna:
“Beyond that point, it will no longer be a test. It will be reality.”
(Blackout.)
(To be continued with Scene 5 completion, Scene 6, Scene 7, Scene 8, Scene 9 and Finale in the next section of the final script).
SCENE 5 – ISS & D.O.L.A.S.
(The lighting changes. The astronauts stand upright, having removed their hoods. They walk among the ISS scientists as if passing in front of mirrors. At the end, all the scientists welcome them together.)
MELINA – ISS Scientist:
“Welcome to the last station before Mars.”
LYDIA – ISS Scientist:
“From this point on, every step you take will make history.”
DANAE – ISS Scientist:
“Never forget: science is not just about data. It is about people who dare.”
(D.O.L.A.S. appears last.)
KYPRIANOS – D.O.L.A.S. (mechanical voice):
“Greetings. I am a robot specially trained in crisis management, geological analysis, and human crew support. I could assist you during your mission to Mars.”
IOANNA – ISS Scientist:
“We built him to calculate probabilities. But you will teach him what it means to make choices.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“If you're helpful and you don’t eat too much, you’re coming with us!”
KYPRIANOS – D.O.L.A.S.:
“I do not eat. I recharge.”
(Laughter.)
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“I think we should take him with us. He’ll be extremely useful.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“We should give him a name.”
(Turning to the ISS scientist.)
PETROS – Sotiris:
“Or does he already have one?”
IOANNA – ISS Scientist:
“No. He was specially trained for your mission and has never been given a name. We decided to leave that task to you.”
SAVVINA – Flora:
“Perfect! I suggest we call him D.O.L.A.S.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“D.O.L.A.S.! Sounds great. Well then, D.O.L.A.S., you're officially part of our team now.”
KYPRIANOS – D.O.L.A.S.:
“It is an honour!”
SCENE 6 – LANDING
(MUSIC INSIDE THE SPACECRAFT)
EVA – Robot:
“Prepare for landing.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“Beginning descent trajectory.”
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“Your trajectory is stable. The data matches our predictions.”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist:
“In just a few minutes, you will be the first to see Mars from this close.”
ANDRIANA – Phaedra:
“Thermal shields are active.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“The calculations check out. With a little luck... we'll make it.”
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“And what about our hearts? Are they ready too?”
LYDIA – NASA Scientist:
“Your hearts are telling you to move forward.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“The Martian atmosphere is thin. Mostly carbon dioxide.”
MELITINI – Anna:
“That’s why we won’t be able to breathe without our suits.”
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“I’m terrified.”
(The spacecraft begins to shake violently. Everyone grips their seats.)
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“Remain seated! Thermal stress remains within acceptable limits!”
(The shaking intensifies. Then, suddenly, everything becomes still.)
ALL:
“We landed!”
MELINA – NASA Scientist:
“We are receiving confirmation of a successful landing. Welcome to Mars!”

SCENE 7 – ON MARS
(MUSIC ON MARS)
(The lighting turns red.)
(The astronauts slowly and cautiously step out of the spacecraft.)
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna (softly, full of awe):
“It’s so quiet.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“Maybe we’re the ones who don’t know how to listen.”
SAVVINA – Flora:
“Perhaps Mars speaks through silence.”
LYDIA – NASA Scientist (with a slight communication delay):
“The images are reaching us with a delay of a few minutes... but our excitement is enormous! We’re with you every step of the way.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“Do not go there to conquer. Go there to understand.”
ALEXANDRA – NASA Scientist:
“Remember: every footprint you leave behind will become part of human history.”
(The astronauts move carefully across the Martian surface. Because of the lower gravity, their steps become small jumps.)
(Christianna kneels down and touches the ground. She picks up a handful of Martian dust.)
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“Iron oxide. Rust.”
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“That’s why Mars is red. It’s like walking on red sand.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“Maybe Mars is blushing because we’re staring at it.”
(Laughter.)
SCENE 7 – ON MARS (continued)
EVA BEGINS THE INSTALLATION
EVA – Robot:
“Beginning installation sequence.”
(MARS INSTALLATION MUSIC)
Solar Panels
(The children stretch out their arms like wings.)
Oxygen Production Station
(One child acts as a pump while the others connect imaginary tubes to fill the system with oxygen.)
Greenhouse
(The children form a circle around one student, who represents a growing plant.)
Water Recycling Unit
(Everyone makes circular movements with their arms.)
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“We’ll grow plants here.”
EVA – Robot:
“They will provide food and help produce oxygen.”
ANDRIANA – Phaedra:
“And the water will be recycled.”
EVA – Robot:
“Nothing is wasted in space. Reminder: on Mars, every resource is valuable.”

SCENE 8 – EXPLORING OLYMPUS MONS
(The children use their bodies to form a mountain — a volcano.)
MELITINI – Anna:
“Olympus Mons is the largest volcano in the Solar System.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“You mean... bigger than a football stadium?”
(Laughter.)
Vangelis slips and falls in slow motion.
Everyone is startled. They move towards him carefully, taking small jumps because of the low gravity. They reach out to help him.
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“Careful! If someone collapses suddenly, we mustn't move them straight away. Turn him onto his side and check his breathing.”
(The crew follows his instructions.)
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“That’s right. Well done.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“Wait... let’s check whether the pressure in his suit has dropped.”
MELITINI – Anna:
“It has. The pressure in his suit is low.”
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“That’s what caused the dizziness.”
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis (slowly opening his eyes):
“Guys... I think I saw Earth from above... inside my head.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“When you fall, you remember where you came from.”
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“And when you get back up, you're not quite the same person.”

SCENE 9 – THE GREAT DISCOVERY
(The lighting changes. Music suggests that time has passed.)
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“We found ice beneath the surface!”
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“And... signs of microorganisms in a frozen sample. Perhaps... life!”
EVA – Robot:
“The probability is small... but not zero. Hope cannot be measured by numbers alone.”
DANAE – NASA Scientist:
“Humanity is waiting for your findings with great anticipation. Not to celebrate... but to better understand its place in the universe.”
(Silence. The astronauts stare at the sample in awe.)
MELITINI – Anna:
“Not little green aliens... but microscopic life.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“If this is confirmed, everything changes. Everything we thought we knew.”
ANDRIANA – Phaedra:
“If life exists here... then life is not a coincidence.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“So... does that mean I won’t get to play football with aliens?”
D.O.L.A.S.:
“The probability of encountering intelligent extraterrestrial football players is 0.002%. Further analysis is required.”
(Laughter.)

FINALE
(The lights dim. Everyone stands in a semicircle.)
(Only the sound of breathing can be heard.)
(One by one, small cool lights appear in the children’s hands.)
(No one speaks. They simply look at the lights they are holding.)
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“We travelled so far... How far can a human being really go?”
ANGELOS – Giannis:
“And when we get there... will we understand why we went in the first place?”
SAVVINA – Flora:
“I’m going to write a book: From Earth to Mars... and Back to Humanity.”
(Pause.)
SAVVINA – Flora:
“I will write: We did not go there to conquer. We went there to understand.”
MELITINI – Anna:
“Mars is not an easy destination.”
CHRYSIANNA – Christianna:
“It requires dedication, study, and knowledge.”
NIKIFOROS – Vangelis:
“And discipline.”
ANDRIANI – Joanna:
“And cooperation.”
CHRYSIIDA – Ileana:
“Respect for science.”
ANDRIANA – Phaedra:
“And technology.”
PETROS – Sotiris:
“And... a little sense of humour!”
(Laughter.)
FILIPPOS – Maximos:
“But what matters most of all?”
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“From here, we see you as tiny lights in the darkness. But those lights... change the world.”
(Pause.)
OLIVIA – NASA Scientist:
“You did it.”
ALL TOGETHER:
“We did it together!”
(Everyone looks up. The light gradually becomes warmer and slowly fades to black.)


           THE END
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